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* For “ The Friend.” 
WILLIAM GREENFIELD. 


In turning over the pages of one of the 
pamphlets written on the occasion of the late 
controversy in the British and Foreign Bible 
Society, I was attracted by the following very 
interesting sketch, which will, I think, prove 
acceptable to the readers of “ The Friend.” 


“ There was—would I could say, there is! 
but He who is too wise to be mistaken knew 
what was best—there was recently a domes- 
tic agent of the Society who has been more 
than ordinarily slandered, and who died almost 
broken-hearted under the accusation. Poor 
Greenfield! Yet not poor: ‘ he rests from his 
labours, and his works do follow him.’ The 
errors which had occurred respecting versions, 
readings, headings, and kindred matters, had 
shown the need of the Society’s having as an 
agent a man of learning, ability, and piety, 
who should devote all bis time and talents to 
these important points, which, in the unex- 
pected increase of the Society’s labours, had 
become too large for the adequate care of the 
secretaries or committee. And such was 
Greenfield—eminently such;—but he did not 
escape many a barbed shaft, in consequence 
of his connection with this invaluable institu- 
tion. Mr. Haldane actually asserts, in a pam- 
phlet of last year, that ‘ Mr. Greenfield was 
recommended to the committee as superinten- 
dant of the translating and editorial depart- 
ment,’ expressly as being ‘ the author of the 
prefaces and notes’ to-a Bible which has 
‘many notes of a ncologian and infidel cha- 
racter.’ Not mistakes, oversights, injudicious 
passages, or even grossly exceptionable com- 
ments, but passages actually ‘ neologian and 
infidel;’ and not merely a few such passages, 
but ‘ many: and that he was expressly re- 
commended on account of his connection with 
this ‘ infidel’ publication—namely, Bagster’s 
Comprehensive Bible; which, at the time of 
Mr. Greenfield’s appointment, was spoken o 
in every religious circle as a most valuable ad- 
dition to the biblical theology of modern times; 
but when be became connected with the Bible 
Society the question was altered, and he must 
be assailed with the accustomed weapons, well 
sharpened and poisoned for the occasion. 


“ As your lordship, probably, was not ac-|tian interpretation of the prophecies connected 
quainted with Mr. Greenfield, I will introduce | with that subject, and the whole of the Chris- 
you to his memory by extracting the substance |tian dispensation. 
of an obituary of him, which appeared last/Greenfield held frequent disputations, as he 


With this man young 


year in the Christian Observer. It bears so|subsequently did with many other Jews; and, 
directly upon my present argument, that || being pressed closely on the ground of defec- 
feel it necessary to quote it. It forms a suita-|tiveness in our authorised version of the Old 
ble parallel to your lordship’s narrative of| Testament, he offered to give up his opinions, 
Professor Lee. if, upon being thoroughly taught the Hebrew 
‘*¢ Mr. Greenfield was born in London in| language by his opponent, he should find his 
the year 1799. His father, who had been em-|instructor’s assertion founded in truth. The 
ployed, on account of his Christian character, | Jew took him at his word; and, being a most 
as a foremast man on board the ship Duff, in| diligent student, he soon became so well vers- 
her second missionary voyage, was unhappily|ed in the language as to surpass his teacher; 
drowned on a subsequent voyage in another|and though the result of his labour was sub- 
vessel; and the subject of this notice thus be-| versive of the argument adduced by the learn- 
came an orphan when he had scarcely reached|ed rabbi, he yet became so much attached to 
his third year. His mother, who was a pious|his pupil as ever afterwards to express his 
woman, having relations in the north, removed | high sense of his moral worth and extraordi- 
from London to Roxburghshire, where she|nary talents. ‘These discussions were always 
obtained her livelihood in service, and her|conducted by Mr. Greenfield with good tem- 
child was placed under the care of a relation,| per, and displayed great shrewdness, as well 
who dwelt in the vicinity of her employer’s|as an intimate acquaintance with the Bible. 
residence. Here the child was treated as one|So tender was his conscience, and so careful 
of the family, and hed the advantage ‘of the] was he to avoid arguments that might not be 
same education as his young relatives. At the|conclusive, that whenever he found himself 
age of ten, his mother, finding him altogether | not sufficiently acquainted with the subject, or 
averse to an agricultural life, and judging that}foiled in dispute, he applied to his friend and 
the metropolis was the only place likely to af-| spiritual adviser, Dr. Waugh, whom he used 
ford him subsistence in any other manner, de-| to visit three times a week, both for spiritual 
termined on quitting her situation and accom-| instruction, and for such assistance in his stu- 
panying him to London; where she entered|dies and his arguments with the rabbi as Dr. 
the service of another family, while her son,} Waugh’s rich treasury of knowledge, and his 
after various trials, was, through the kindness | serviceable library, could furnish. Dr. Waugh, 
of the late venerable Dr. Waugh, bound ap-| however, like the Jewish instructor, soon found 
prentice to a respectable book-binder, in{himself surpassed as a linguist by his pu- 
whose family strict Christian discipline was|pil: ‘“ Hoot, man; ye ken depths o’ criti- 
uniformly maintained. In the interval be-|cism that I no meddle with; ye are gane 
tween his removal to London and the date of|over me.” So fully satisfied was his venerable 
his engagement, the lad was taken care of by| pastor, after adequate inquiry and probation, 
his two maternal uncles, young men, who,|of the truly Christian character, as well as 
having devoted themselves to God, were desir- | mere theological] attainments, of this pious and 
ous of reading his word in the languages in/amiable youth, that he admitted him at the 
which it was originally written; and while|early age of about sixteen as a communicant 
thus employed, their nephew, who always|in the church over which he presided, and of 
showed a most inquisitive spirit, and an ardent}which Mr. Greenfield continued a beloved 
desire for information, expressed his wish to|and honoured member til] the decease of the 
be taught the Hebrew language. This desire, | fostering friend whom he has so soon followed 
so far as their slender means afforded, was|to his heavenly rest. 
gratified; and to this circumstance, trifling as} “* Having attained to great advancement 
it appeared at the time, was Mr. Greenfield|in the knowledge of the Hebrew, during the 
indebted, as a means, under the blessing of|study of which he compiled a complete Jexi- 
God, for his future advancement in his literary|con of that language, he next applied himself 
pursuits. The further promotion of his lite-| with equal diligence to the study of Chaldee, 
rary character, under the evident blessing of|and some other of thecognate dialects. At this 
God, was strikingly remarkable. It happened, | time he laboured very hard at his trade, working 
that in the house in which his master occupied | from six in the morning to eight in the evening 
workshops there dwelt a Jewish rabbi, who|in the summer, and from seven t6 n‘ne in the 
was in the frequent habit of urging among the} winter; after which he used to devote himself 
apprentices and journeymen his objections} at home to sacred Hebrew literature, of which 
against the advent of the Messiah, the Chris-}he was passionately fond. His next object 
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was the attainment of the Greek and Latin, 
which he effected in class with several other 
young men connected with him in business, 
and in Sunday schools, in which they with 
himself officiated as diligent gratuitous teach- 
ers ; and the extraordinary facility with which 
he acquired a knowledge of these languages, 
and the perfect ease with which he overcame 
difficulties to others almost insurmountable, 
are stated to have been truly astonishing. 
From Latin he went to French; and from 
this time forward he thought nothing of turn- 
ing his attention to a strange tongue, and set- 
ting himself to acquire a knowledge of it. 

“ During two or three years after the expi- 
ration of his apprenticeship he worked at his 
trade as a journeyman ; but he did not in the 
slightest degree neglect his business for his 
favourite studies, which were, nevertheless, 
pursued with unabated ardour, till Mr. Bags- 
ter, the much respected publisher of Pater- 
noster-row, becoming acquainted with his ex- 
traordinary talents and acquirements, prevailed 
on him to relinquish his trade, and found him 
employment more worthy of his endowments, 
and which afforded ample means of grati- 
fying his literary appetite. 

“ Before, however, engaging his services, 
Mr. Bagster wrote to Dr. Waugh, and re- 
ceived a letter in praise of Mr. Greenfield, 
couched in terms that fixe his entire confi- 
dence in him as a Christian of sound princi- 
ples, and a Hebrew scholar of extraordinary 
ability ; and never, he adds, was his confi- 
dence shaken, or his hopes disappointed. 
* This superior young man,’ says his employ- 
er, ‘has accomplished much in his short 
career; but when it is placed in comparison 
with what he was preparing to do, and to- 
wards which he had treasured up materials, I 
sigh deeply at the thought that the head and 
hand can be no more employed for the good 
of man and the church of Christ.’ 


“Of the numerous works which engaged 
his attention we cannot now give a detail. 
That which excited the greatest public atten- 
tion, was the Comprehensive Bible; a work 
of prodigious labour and research, at once 
exhibiting his varied talent and profound 
erudition. Of this book we shall not now 
speak, nor of the calumnies that were raised 
by misguided men to cry it down, by charging 
upon it and its pious and orthodox editor, not 
merely mistakes, or errors, or injudicious 

ssages, to which all books and men are lia- 
ble; but deliberate, systematic neology, and 
even positive blasphemy and infidelity. We 
leave the writers to their own reflections on 
their conduct towards a man who, we are 
credibly informed, highly adorned his Chris- 
tian profession, and the meekness of whose 
character was strikingly displayed in never 


having controversially replied to any of the! 


invectives cast upon himself or his works. 


«In reference to Mr. Greenfield’s con- 
nection with the Bible Society, the following 
testimonial will afford most satisfactory testi- 
mony to his devotedness to the cause in which 
he was employed, as well as to his general 
character. 


the British and Foreign Bible Society, No- 
vember 21, 1831. 

“« That, feeling very deeply the greatness 
of the loss sustained by the Society in the 
death of its late superintendant of the editor- 
ial department, this committee yet desire to 
meet that loss in a becoming submission to 
the will of Him who ordereth all things in 
perfect, though inscrutable wisdom. 

«“¢ That this committee, before they record 
their sense of the distinguished talents of 
their deceased friend, desire to express their 
devout conviction, that the gifts of intellect 
with which he was endowed, proceeded from 
Him ‘ who is the true light which lighteth 
every man that cometh into the world,’—and 
the consolation they derive from the reflec- 
tion that those gifts, from their first posses- 
sion, have been consecrated to the advance- 
ment of Biblical literature—their late friend 
having been almost exclusively devoted to the 
important work of editing the holy Scriptures, 
or works intimately connected with them, 
during the whole of his short, but laborious 
career. 

««« That this committee remember with gra- 
titude and astonishment that in the nineteen 
months during which Mr. Greenfield had been 
engaged in the service of the Society, his 
varied talents have been brought into exer- 
cise in no less than twelve European, five 
Asiatic, one African, and three American 
languages: and that, since the commence- 
ment of his engagement, he had acquired a 
considerable degree of skill in the tollowing 
languages, with which he had previously been 
wholly unacquainted : the Peruvian, Negro- 
English, Chippeway, and Berber. 

“* That this committee believe that they 
are fully justified in extending to all other 
works in which he had been engaged as edi- 
tor the following honourable testimonial, 
borne by their librarian, T. P. Platt, Esq. on 
the completion of the printing of the Modern- 
Greek Psalter :— 

“Mr. Greenfield, in carrying this work 
through the press, has uniformly exhibited, 

«¢ J, Sound learning and critical judgment. 

«“<]T. A constant perception of the duty of 
faithful adherence to the very letter of the 
Sacred Original. 

**T{I. Minute and unwearied diligence, 
extending itself to the accurate marking of 
every supplemental word introduced in the 
translation, and to the careful arrangement of 
stops and accents. 

“That this committee cannot suffer to 
pass wholly unnoticed, some of the extra- 
official labours of Mr. Greenfield. They re- 
member, with delight, that it was his valuable 
defence of the Mahratta Version of the New 
Testament, against the criticisms advanced in 
the Asiatic Journal for September, 1829, that 
| first brought him under the notice of the com- 
mittec. Of the Mahratta language, he had had 
no previous knowledge, nor yet of some of 
the other languages referred to in the work ; 
and when it is stated, that the pamphlet ap- 
peared within five weeks of his directing his 
attention to the subject, no stronger proof 
could be afforded of the remarkable talent 





languages. His reply to various strictures on 
the Surinam or Negro-English Version was 
another memorial of his diligence, as well as 
of his good will to the Society. While, more 
recently, his observations, which have ap- 
peared in the Asiatic Journal in reply to the 
criticisms of Col, Vans Kennedy on his de- 
fence of the Mahratta Version, may be ap- 
pealed to as confirming the opinion entertain- 
ed of his high talents and sound learning ; 
while a posthumous memorial has yet to ap- 
pear in the same journal, through the kind- 
ness of the editor, in which a defence of the 
Arabic Version will be found. 

“* That this committee feel it a duty to 
record their persuasion that nothing has oc- 
curred during his brief connection with the 
Society to invalidate those satisfactory assur- 
ances of the unexceptionable moral and reli- 
gious character of Mr. Greenfield which were 
received at the time of his appointment; 
while in the transaction of business he has 
uniformly conducted himself with such skill, 
diligence, and urbanity, as fully to realize the 
expectations that the committee had enter- 
tained. 

“«* That this committee desire to convey 
to his widow and fatherless children an assur- 
ance of their most sincere sympathy under 
their painful bereavement, while they at the 
same time commend them to Him who hath 
said in his holy word, ‘A father of the 
fatherless, and a judge of the widow, is God 
in his holy habitation; and express their 
hope that by the power of the holy Spirit they 
may seek their consolation through faith in 
Christ Jesus, who is ‘ over all God blessed 
for ever.’ 

“ «Mr. Greenfield expired on the 5th of 
November of a brain fever ; during the deli- 
rium of which, we are informed, connecting 
his mental with his bodily sufferings, and 
pressing his band on the seat of pain, he fre- 
quently exclaimed, ‘that they were piercing 
him through and through ; that he was not a 
Neologian,’ with much more that indicated 
how much distress of mind he had experienced 
from this unfounded charge. We should not 
advert to the circumstance, but for the sake 
of thus recording his latest testimony to the 
abhorrence he ever entertained towards those 
unscriptural sentiments which had been so 
unjustly charged upon him. His dying breath, 
even in his unconscious state, fully attested 
what he had already said in a letter which he 
addressed to the editor of the Record news- 


paper. 

“* To the charge that I hold Infidel, Neo- 
logian, or Socinian sentiments, F plead not 
guilty ; and declare that I utterly abominate 
and reject, from my inmost soul, all and every 
one of these dogmas. I believe the Scrip- 
tures to have been written by the authors, and 
at the periods, universally ascribed to them ; 
that they have been preserved entire and un- 
corrupted to the present time ; that they con- 
tain a true relation of matters of fact, both 
natural and supernatural, ordinary and mira- 
culous ; that they are divinely inspired writ- 
ings, being written by ‘ holy men of God, who 
spake as they were moved by the Holy 


«« Resolutions passed by the committee of| with which he was endowed for acquiring |Ghost ;’ and that, being the word of God, 
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they are the only rule of faith and obedience.| heavenly Father. I have enjoyed that near-| ils steep and dangerous stairs, that she could 
I believe that there are three Persons in the|mess of access in the precious blood of a|not bear to hear the proposal from some of 
Godhead, the Father, the Son, and the Holy|crucified Redeemer, that I am ready and will-| her friends to provide one more comfortable. 
Ghost, and that these Three are the one true| ing, if it be the Lord’s will, to depart and be| Through the latter part of winter and com- 
and eternal God, the same in essence, and| with Christ.’” mencement of the spring, George’s sufferings 









equal in power and glory ; in the fall of man, 
the total corruption of his nature, and his 
subsequent lost and guilty state ; in the Deity, 
incarnation, and atonement of our Lord Jesus 
Christ ; and in the personality and Deity of 
the Holy Ghost, and the necessity of his in- 
fluence to change the heart and to renew the 
mind. ‘his I solemnly, and in the sight of 
God, declare to be my belief respecting these 
great and fundamental doctrines of Chris- 
tianity. As evidence of the truth of this 
statement I might refer to my Christian 
friends, and to ministers of the gospel, some 
of whom have known me from my youth up- 
wards ; but it may prove more satisfactory, 
and be more appropriate to my present de- 
sign, to refer to the pages of the Compre- 
hensive Bible, from which it will be seen that 
this is no new declaration of faith.’ 

“ Such was the account published of him 
in the Christian Observer. I might add to it 
numerous other facts, gleaned from other 
sources; but I forbear. I must, however, 
extract one passage from his dying words, and 
also the last lines which I find of his in print ; 
and which were published after his death, in 
a defence from his pen of the Mahratta ver- 
sion, in the Asiatic Journal. ‘The passage is 
but the relation of an anecdote, but it shows 
his own feeling. I copy this first, and his 
death-bed declaration aftewards. 

“*]T would beg leave to adduce an inte- 
resting fact, which in itself is a sufficient 
reply to all the objections against the Mah- 
ratta version. It is detailed in a letter from 
the Serampore missionaries to the committee 
of the British and Foreign Bible Society, and 




























For “ The Friend.” 
A short Account of the last illness and death 
of George Hardy, a coloured Boy. 

“Of a truth I perceive that God is no respecter o 
persons; but in every nation, he that feareth Him 
and worketh righteousness, is accepted with Him.” 
Acts x. 34, 35. 

During the long continuing and extreme 
severities of the winter of 1832, we became 
acquainted with Hannah Hardy, an interesting 
old coloured woman, and her son George. 
They were the suffering tenants of a miserable 
garret, in an obscure alley, lighted only by a 
few panes of glass, and ill secured from the in- 
clemencies of the winter. The roof, in many 
places, was very open, and an unclosed stair- 
way poured blasts of chilling air incessantly 
upon them. 

Hannah had been an industrious woman, 
who supported herself comfortably for many 
years, until her eye-sight, which had long been 
declining, so nearly left her, as to disqualify 
her for all kinds of work. George was her 
youngest son, and disclosed in his earliest 
years a quickness of discernment and readiness 
of apprehension, which are rarely surpassed 
in children. He could read the Bibie when 
only four years old, and continued to be re- 
markable for his quickness and docility ; ex- 
hibiting an aversion to the low and idle sports 
which engage the precious hours of so many 
of his age and colour ; greatly preferring to 
devote them to his books, and to other profit- 
able employments. 

Though furnished with very scanty sources 
of information or improvement, he betrayed a 
published in the Report for 1815. ‘Of the/ vigour of intellect, an originality of thought, 
utility of this version,’ they observe, ‘ we have | and a correctness of expression, even on trivial 
increasing testimony ; among which, a fact) subjects, which a long protracted and enervat- 
lately come to our knowledge furnishes a re-|ing disease never tended to subdue. When 
markable instance. At Nagpoora, the capi-|about eleven years old, he was placed from 
tal of the Mahratta dominions, a gentleman|home, where he remained until four years 
friendly to the Scriptures gave a copy of the| since, when he became so much diseased with 
New ‘l'estament to a Brahmin, a man of high/| the scrofula as to make it necessary to return 
estimation. He received and read it; but|to his mother. From that time she became 
discovered no peculiar regard to the gospel|his constant and only nurse, and evinced, 
till about a fortnight before his death, when|through numberless deprivations and diffi- 
he openly declared that he gave up all hope|culties, the most unwearied attention and 
in his own religion, and trusted only in the) patient endurance. 

Lord Jesus Christ, who gave his life a ransom| He assisted her in dressing his sores, which 
for sinners. His astonished family expostu-| had attained such a height as to prevent his 
lated with him, and even manifested resent-| walking without the assistance of crutches. 
ment, but all in vain: the dying man had ob-} When he was able to sit up and to use his 
tained a view of the friend of sinners, and| arms, he made rope mats; by which, with 
he appeared to cleave to Him to his last mo-} casual help from his friends, he supported his 
ments.” mother, and paid her rent. He used always 

«“ Such were his last words in print: his| to mend his own and her clothes, and allowed 
death-bed declaration was as follows : no time to pass idly away, which he was able 

“Since | have been here, { have learnt}to employ ; and so cheerful, so thankful, and 
more of the depravity of my heart than I}so happy did this interesting couple appear, 
knew before; but, blessed be God, I have also} that it afforded a lesson of instruction to be 
had the inward witnessing of the spirit, that) with them. at 
I feel myself to be a pardoned sinner, through} ~Hannab, who could only distinguish the 
the blood of Jesus Christ. For worlds || glare of noon from the gloom of darkness, had 
would not have been without this illness. 1/ lived so long in the forlorn tenement they then 
have had most delightful intercourse with my | inhabited, and knew so well all the turnings of 



















greatly increased ; he was confined wholly to 
his bed, and so emaciated was he with pain 
and disease, that although seventeen years of 
age, his arms were not thicker than an infant’s. 


We rejoiced to have the privilege of visiting 


them, not only to be the bearers of the little 
necessaries it was in our power to bestow, but 
to witness the many touching and instructive 
scenes which were there developed ; scenes 
to which art had yielded no garniture, and 


which fiction could not embellish. George 


had been a diligent reader of the holy Scrip- 
tures, and though he told me they had been 


to him a sealed book until he was brought to 
that bed of suffering, yet it was evident his 
mind had long been enabled to appropriate to 
its own necessities many of their precious pre- 


cepts. Though he laboured under the com- 


bined effects of scrofula and dropsy, in their 
highest degrees of virulence, yet I never heard 
him repine, and often while suffering extreme 
bodily anguish, he would ask me if I could 
imagine the relief it afforded the poor afflicted 
body, to have the mind composed and tranquil, 


and would say, “ Oh, I feel like a poor worm 


in the fire, yet all I desire is, to be favoured 
with patience to bear all my pain, and with a 
willing mind to wait the Master’s will to take 
me away.” 

For many days and nights together he was 
able to obtain but little sleep. Yet he showed 
no marks of restlessness or discontent. Once 
calling me to his bedside, he said, “ I am afraid 
[ am not patient enough, but I often feel very 
weary, and fear I shall wear my poor mother out. 
1 am more concerned for her than for myself— 
what should I do for a care-taker if she were 
gone? She is very kind to me, and I have 
many kind friends. I am afraid I am not 
grateful enough for all my favours. To some, 
this garret would look like a dull place, but it 
never looks gloomy to me ; I have had more 
pleasure in it than I could have had in the 
nicest parlour.” 

Having called one day after he had passed 
a sleepless and languishing night, I found him, 
with the Bible fixed before him, reading. He 
looked very animated, and said, “I always 
loved to read the Bible, but I never under- 
stood it until very lately: now I understand 
all I read in it, and I find that religion and 
pleasure are in no way inconsistent. I used 
to think it was pleasure to be in a company of 
boys like myself, breaking the sabbath ; but 
now I know there was no pleasure in it—oh ! 
if L only had the body I had then and the mind 
I have now, what a happy child I should be! 
But I feel now that | shall never recover ; I 
am willing to die, and shall be happy when I 
am gone from earth—but the Lord is very 
merciful, and can make me happy so long as 
he chooses me to stay. I have trusted in him 
through pain, and through want, and believe 
he will never forsake me. My faith has some- 
times been closely tried, but I never let go my 
confidence.” 


His disease now rapidly increased, and with 
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tenn oe nEe 
it his suffering. On the 23d of fifth month, he| and the patience, the meekness, and the resign-; These considerations, mingled with a sin- 
conversed a long time with the doctor, andj ation of his sightless mother—we desire to}cere desire to encourage this portion of our 
seemed more comfortable than usual ; but} remember that the same bountiful hand, which}fellow probationers to avail themselves of 
a sleepless and extremely languishing has blessed us, also afflicted them ; and how-jevery means in their power to raise their own 
night. The next day he was able to take but| ever inscrutable may be the mystery of his works,| condition, have induced us to present to them 
little nourishment, owing to the great sorenesss) whilst we feel that his smile is bounty and his|this little memoir. The subject of it, though 
of his mouth and throat, but could converse| frown is love, we dare not doubt their wisdom. | very poor and very destitute, as to the outward 
intelligibly, and seemed anxious to do so.|‘ Man was not made to question, but adore.” | enjoyments of life, was amply furnished with # 
About two o’clock of this day, I found him in| Philadelphia, 5th month 27th, 1432. capacity to seek and to realize those joys 
great bodily agony, but quite tranquil in mind. i : 4 which are infinitely superior to earthly com- 
On my going to him, he said, “ My sufferings In presenting the preceding little record of forts, and which can convert the trials of the 
are now nearly over; I shall not live many|one whose humble birth and neglected station} most abject condition into sources of unsperk- 
days—not more than two—the Lord’s time has had closed up to him the common avenues of| able blessings. 
nearly come, and then he will take me where intelligence and mental advancement, a multi-| And as these were granted to him, so we 
I shail never suffer any more—Oh! how mar-|tude of reflections are presented, so deeply| must undoubtingly believe that the same are 
vellous his mercy is, to look down upon such a| interesting and so closely connected with the} offered to all; and we desire, in a particular 
polluted sinner as | am— general interests of humanity, that we feel} manner, to eneourage those of his own colour 
“I, the worst of sinners am, constrained transiently to advertto them. —_| to Jabour after that steadiness of conduct and 
“ But Jesus came to save me— The present is an era wherein the active| rectitude of demeanour, which will unfailingly 
energies of the human mind seem wonderfully | secure to them respect and regard; and above 
to be elicited ; a time in which every mental} all, to seek for the possession of that purifying 
power may be called into exertion, and iD} principle, which, while it humbles dignifies 
which almost every sensibility of the heart] and from which in truth true dignity dian 
seems to be aroused. — arises. It is im vain that the exertions of the 
But that these energies, these powers, and| benevolent are exercised on your behalf, if you 
these sensibilities should all be rightly directed | wij} not labour for yourselves. It is possible 
—should all tend to one proper centre—all| for them to improve in some measure 
end in one true point—would, in the present} outward condition ; to lessen the difficulties of 
state of the world, be unreasonable even to! your allotments; but they cannot release you 
hope. Perseverance, industry and zeal, are| from the darkness and ignorance which enve- 
not confined to well directed efforts alone ;| lope many of your minds, unless there is on 
and the renewed and effectual endeavours of} your part a co-operation therewith. 
some to promote right things are met by a|° You must break away from the haunts of 
correspondent struggle in others to erect @/ idleness and sin, and maintain your own re- 
false, misguiding standard. spectability, before you can be exempted from 
For the destitute and degraded children of|the thraldom and degradation to which you 
Africa, it is true, much has been done; but/are now subjected: you must show yourselves 
these labours have as yet tended more to miti-| capable of enjoying equality, before you can 
gate the sufferings and perplexities into which| expect to be looked upon as equals. 
they have been introduced by a perversion of 6th mo. 17th, 1832. 
the designs of Providence, than to establish 
them in those privileges and enjoyments to 
which they are with us common heirs. The 
progress towards this desirable end must be 
tardy, whilst so many amongst usare willing to 
believe that so large a proportion of the great 
human family, as that which comprises our 
coloured brethren and sisters, are created with 
endowments inferior to us, and with capacities 
insufficient to enable them to attain to that 
point of mental elevation which would qualify 
them for useful members of the community, 
and for good and faithful occupants of their 
Master’s talents. 


We cannot feel ourselves warranted in be- 
lieving, that there is any actual inferiority in 
the mental constitution of our coloured fellow 
beings: but where an opportunity has been 
furnished for them to emerge from the over- 
whelming discouragements which the deep 
gathered gloom of their oppressed and dejected 
situation amongst us must unavoidably pro- 
duce, they have evinced imdubitable evi- 
dences of perceptions as clear, of intellect as 
unclouded, and of sensibilities as refined, as 
those which have dignified other nations. And 
these instances are to be considered the more 
remarkable, as their situation amongst us has 
always been suchas to prevent the full deve- 
lopement of those faculties of which we boast, 
and to cast over their fettered minds the heavy 
mists of discouragements and woe. 
































































«“ Yes, he will save me—I knew it! I have a 
hope—a pretty certain hope—Oh, it is a very 
certain hope ; it is a very sure hope.” He 
then, in a low and indistinct voice, supplicated 
for many minutes ; after which, he said, “1 
have been talking to my Saviour.” Not ex- 
pecting him to hear, I asked his mother if he 
had always been a serious boy ; but before 
she could reply, George said, “ No! I was al- 
ways bad, always wicked; but since I was 
brought to this bed of sickness, I have sought 
for repentance, and I have found it: my sins 
were as scarlet, but now they are washed as 
white as snow : but it is all mercy, pure mer- 
cy. We have no righteousness of our own 
to depend upon: no works, no merit of our 
own will avail us at such a time as this. If 
these were all we had to look to, we should 
never be saved. But this is what Jesus came 
into the world for; to save us poor sinners, 
and salvation belongs to him alone.” 

After this, he desired me to read to him in 
the Bible—said he would like me to read in 
the Psalms, where David deplored his sins. I 
did so, and he afterwards composed himself 
for a few minutes, and slumbered sweetly ; but 
the pain soon awoke him, and he said, “ [ hope 
my patience will hold out—I must not get im- 
patient so near the end.”’ 

On the 25th, his sufferings greatly increased, 
and his mind frequently wandered, and con- 
tinued to be disturbed and agitated until the 
afternoon of the 26th, wheu he was unable 
longer to speak, but appeared sensible of 
what was passing, and to know those about 
him. 

He several times embraced his mother very 
tenderly and wept, as though sorrowing to 
leave in this desolate world, the nurse of his 
helplessness and the soother of his pain. 

The impress which the pain and anguish o 
the preceding day bad cast upon his visage, 
now yielded up its place to a placid and hea- 
venly serenity ; and his breath continued to 
shorten, until he ceased to breathe about 12 
o’clock on first-day morning, the 27tk, which 
was to him, we doubt not, the dawning of a rest 
eternal. 

In reviewing a little the various particulars 
of the interesting scenes we have endeavoured 
to describe : in tracing through four protract- 
ed years, the sufferings of this innoceut child, 


THY WILL BE DONE. 

If thou shouldst bow my head with grief, 

Be thou my refuge, O my God! 
Teach me in thee to seek relief, 

When sorrow shall my days o’ercloud : 
The heart that bleeds thou wilt not break, 

The heart that mourns its day-star gone ; 
Thon gav’st, and thou canst also take ; 

O! may I say—* Thy will be done!” 


If T have loved this earth too weil, 
My thoughts from thee and heaven have wean’d, 
And made me here content to dwell, 
And on an earthly love have lean’d; 
Cause me to feel how frail the stay, 
When earthly hopes and joys are flown; 
And chast’ning, teach a child of clay, 
Meekly to say—* Thy will be done!” 


O! Thou who cam’st each wo to heal, 
And those of contrite heart to save, 
To thee ascend my soul’s appeal ! 
That I may such submission have, 
As, when this troubled life shall close, 
And all the griefs I’ve ever known; 
When death shall come to give repose, 
E’en then to say—* Thy will be done !” 
[ Churchman. 


The leisure of persons circumstanced as M. C., 
and with similar habits, (if our conjecture be right) 
might do much to increase the value of our Journal. 
The other extract mentioned in the contribution, will 
appear in our next. 

he unpretending but interesting account of 
George Hardy, we have re-published at the instiga- 
tion of a subscriber. 
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For “‘ The Friend."’ 
INTERCOURSE WITH THE WORLD. 


To those who really love the Society o 
Friends and desire to see it prosper, there is 
much in its present condition that is calculated 
to inspire feelings of sadness and solicitude. 
Many of its ancient and honourable members 
have been removed by death, and others who 
now stand as upright pillars must, in the course 
of nature, ere long be transferred from the 
militant church on earth to the glorious church 
triumphant in heaven. While we cannot but 
rejoice for those who are thus happily released 
from the conflicts and temptations of time and 
entered into their eternal rest, we mourn the 
loss which society sustains ; and sustains, too, 
in a day when comparatively very few are 
willing to bend their necks to ‘the yoke, or 
bear the restraints of the cross of Christ, 
which alone can qualify them to fill up the 
places lef: vacant by the removal of the fathers 
and mothers from among us. The venerable 
fabric of our ancient institutions is neglected 
and almost forsaken by many whose ancestors 
lent all the vigour and strength of their meri- 
dian days in rearing it, and who cheerfully de- 
voted time, talents and wealth, to beautify or 
strengthen its walls. Now, alas! their sons and 
daughters treat it with indifference or con- 
tempt, and turn away from its hallowed courts 
to the polluted temples of the god of this 
world. Could some of the revered sires o 
our youth behold the extravagance and tolly 
into which the pursuits of fashion, the fascina- 
tions of gay life, and the love of wealth, have 
led them, they would scarcely recognise them 
as descendants of the plain, honest, self-deny- 
ing Quakers of former times. An astonishing 
revolution has taken place—the style of living 
which was once accounted good enough for 
the most respectable and wealthy members, is 
now reckoned low and simple, and even 
despised as mean and homely. Children will not 
brook to begin the world in a moderate way, 
as their parents did, but must set out in a style 
which far exceeds any thing their parents ever 
indulged in. Say what we will about conve- 
nience or comfort, and the necessity of con- 
forming in some degree to the customs o 
those among whom we live, pride and that 
haughty spirit which cannot endure the world’s 
dread laugh, is at the bottom of this affectation 
of grandeur and show, which too often ill 
accords with the pecuniary resources of those 
who indulge it. What has become of our 
self-denying plainness—our Christian simplici- 
ty—when those who rank among the foremost 
in the church, and are actively engaged in ad- 
ministering the letter of its law, fit out their 
sons and daughters in this kind of show, which 
their own consciences condemn as inconsistent 


* at once with the profession of Quakerism, and 


the precepts and examples of Him whose 
sacred name they voluntarily bear? 
Intercourse and familiarity with the world is 
fast leavening the members of our Society into 
its spirit and customs, and our friendship for 
its votaries bids fair to do much in complet- 
ing the work of desolation. Iam far from 
wishing to withdraw my hand from aiding in 
works of mercy and usefulness, or to restrict 
friends in all their association to the narrow 
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limits of our own communion, but to a great} give the tone to public feeling and taste, and 


extent the words of the prophet respecting the 
Jewish nation are applicable to us and as 
essential to our preservation as they were to 
theirs: ‘Lo, the people shall dwell alone, 
and shall not be reckoned among the nations.” 
Our profession is peculiar—it leads us into 
habits which are directly at variance with the 
elegancies and accomplishments of gay life ; 
and what the admirer of fashion would deem 
essential to politeness and gentility, it teaches 
us to consider as a conformity to a world 
which lieth in wickedness and is at enmity 
with God.—In the present mixed and imper- 
fect state of things, where human estimates 
rest almost exclusively on outside appearances, 
and a man’s rank and character is settled 
more by his wealth and the blandishments o 
his person than the soundness of his princi- 
ples or the virtues of his heart, it requires no 
small degree of fortitude and self-denial to 
resist the current of popular opinion, and ad- 
here to the simplicity and plainness of Quaker 
life. Hence it is, that resorting to mixed 
society not only subjects us to greater tempta- 
tions, but deprives us of our strength for resist- 
ing thein, and so frequently seduces our youth 
of both sexes from the dress and address which 
their parents would approve, and opens wide the 
avenues which lead them away from the peace- 
ful retirement, the security, and innocence 
which they would find under shelter of the 
paternal roof. I know it is said that young 
people should see the world in order to make 
them acquainted with men and things—but 
there is so much that they had better never 
see or know, and the experiment is attended 
with such imminent hazard to their morals and 
principles, that those act wisely who defer this 
exposure to a period when their religious and 
moral principles, as well as their habits, have 
reached a maturity and firmness which may 
more readily resist the rude assaults or seduc- 
tive allurements of the world. I speak from 
some experience when I say, that it is no easy 
task, even for a conscientious Friend, to pre- 
serve his principles and testimonies inviolate, 
and to retain his love and veneration for them, 


in some degree control the habits and man- 
ners of the people. But the state of things is 
changed—the rapid increase of population has 
greatly diminished our relative numbers in the 
community, and we are become as a hittle 
handful in the midst of a great nation. In- 
stead of our giving the tone to others, they 
exercise a powerful influence over us—an 
influence which wil] require all our vigilance 
and firmness to counteract. Whatever attrac- 
tion our moral and religious institutions may 
possess, will be more than counterbalanced by 
the preponderance of numbers, the force of 
example, and the arbitrary and controlling 
power of fashion—and well will it be if our 
easy compliance and accommodating disposi-~ 
tion do not result in our assimilation with 
the indiscriminate mass. The mind that is 
brought under the influence of grace, that 
sees its own sinfulness, and is earnestly seek- 
ing after the pardon and peace whieh is in 
Christ crucified, wil} have Jittle relish for gay 
life. Retirement and introversion will be its 
delight, and to mingle in spirit with those who 
are engaged in the same holy cause, disciples of 
the same compassionate Lord, and fellow trav- 
ellers in the road which leads to eterna) life. 
The vast importance of eternity and of those 
things which belong to the soul’s peace, will 
eclipse all the vanities and pleasures of this 
world, absorb the affections and attention of 
the whole man, and employ his time in con- 
templating so rich and glorious a theme. Oh! 
were there more of our youth, and of the elder 
classes also in our Society, thoroughly awakened 
to the magnitude of these concerns, and 
earnestly engaged to seek an interest in Him 
who died for them, how soon would a blessed 
change be wrought within our borders—tlie 
world, with its pleasures and pursuits, would 
occupy far less of our time and thoughts, 
while the primary and leading engagement of 
our hearts would be to devote ourselves and 
all that we have to the service of our Lord and 
Master. We might then look forward with 
the aniraating hope that when the honourable 
elders were removed from the church, their 


while he is freely mingling in the society of| places would be filled by a succession of faith- 


those who, if they do not ridicule and despise, 
at least consider them as the result of narrow 
and sectarian views. We ere all influenced, 
in a greater or less degree, by the sentiments 
of those with whom we are on terms of inti- 


ful standard-bearers, prepared of the Lord to 
advocate his precious cause on earth, and to 
exalt his name among the nations. He would 
glorify the house of his glory—make the 
place of his feet beautiful, and bestow on us 


macy, and where this influence is combined! judges as at the first, and counsellors as in the 
with the natural propensities of the human} beginning. 


heart, and jointly exerted to lead us away 


The following selection from the epistles 


from the cross, if our defeat is not rendered| issued by the Society appear to me relevant to 
certain, the danger of it is greatly increased.—| this subject, and contain so much that is valua- 
{t is not uncommon for the advocates of this) ble to the youth of the present day, as to deserve 
indiscriminate association, to talk of the ad-|a place in the columns of “ The Friend :”’ 
vantage that may accrue from it in spreading 8. T. 

a knowledge of Friends’ principles, and of our 

example winning others to our ways. Butthis| “Seeing it is very evident that evil commu- 
is not supported by experience—facts are} nications corrupt good manners, we recom- 
against the theory, however specious it may|mend with much affection to our young 
appear at first view; for, instead of drawing| friends, that they be very careful to avoid all 
others to the Saciety, numbers of its members|such company, as by a light and vain con- 
are led away by it into vain fashions and|versation would tend to alienate their minds 
customs, at variance with our precious testimo-| from the love of virtue and sobriety. 

nies. There was atime in Pennsylyania and! “ It is with much grief and concern, that we 
the adjacent provinces, when Friends could| observe in some a declension from the way 
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faith, quit you like men, and be strong ;”* 
desiring likewise, that the advice of the apos- 


of righteousness and truth, as well as from 
the tana of habit, end simplicity of speech 
and behaviour, which were so conspicuous in 
our early Friends, and many of their offspring. 
This declension, we apprehend, arises from a 
disregard to the Divine light and truth they 
have often been recommended to, as the re- 
gulator of their words and actions. By a 
careful conscientious regard to this, the holy 
men in all ages obtained a good report: and 
our ancients, and many of their immediate 
offspring, were comely in the eyes of the na- 
tion, for their solid deportment and religious 
regard to their words and actions; a godly 
fear resting upon their minds, that the pre- 
cious truth and principle which they professed, 
and felt the blessed effects of, might not suffer 
reproach from their misconduct. The like 
holy concern now would tend to regulate our 
youth. This would instruct them to avoid 
all pride and affectation, and endue them 
with humility, modesty, and virtue, which re- 
commend to the favour of God, and a good 
esteem among men. A religious regard to 
the principle of light and truth, God’s witness 
in the mind and heart of man, ever produces 
the most beneficial effects, as well to society 
in general, as to every one in particular. 

«« We earnestly beseech our friends, and es- 
pecially the youth, to avoid all such conver- 
sation as may tend to draw out their minds 
into the foolish and wicked pastimes with 
which this age aboundeth, particularly balls, 
gaming-places, horse-races, and play-houses, 
those nurseries of debauchery and wickedness, 
the burden and grief of the sober part of other 
societies, as well as of our own ;—wholly un- 
becoming a people under the Christian pro- 
fession, contrary to the tenor of the doctrine 
of the Gospel, and the examples of the best 
men in the earliest ages of the church. For, 
as “evil communications corrupt good man- 
ners,”* so it is the duty of men professing 
religion, who live in this world in order to 
obtain a better, not only toshake their hands 
from holding of bribes, and stop their ears from 
hearing of blood, but also, to shut their eyes 
from seeing evil.t 

“« Dearly beloved young friends, in much af- 
fection and tenderness we exhort you, above 
all things, to give diligent heed and attention 
to the voice of the Spirit of Christ, speaking 
in the secret of your own consciences, re- 
proving for evil, and speaking peace when 
you do well. For this, as it is closely and 
reverently regarded, will not only season 
your minds with a holy fear, and dread of 
offending the Great Majesty of heaven and 
the whole earth, and thereby be a means of 
preserving you from the vices, vanities, and 
allurements of this world ; but will also influ- 
ence you to seek after, and pray earnestly for 
that wisdom which is from above. Happy 
are the youth who thus give up their names 
to serve the living God with full purpose of 
heart! How inexpressible are the blessings, 
which those who are thus early devoted to 
serve the Lord, bring upon themselves! And 
how do they cause the hearts of their parents 
and friends to overflow with joy, and thanks- 


ee 


* 1 Cor. xv. 33. + See Isaiah xxziii. 15. 


i * Prov. vy. 12, 13. 
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giving to the Author of all our mercies ; and 
to the church of God to magnify his name, for 
the continuance of his goodness to his people, 
from one generation to another! Whilst the un- 
godly and disobedient, and such as, contrary to 
the tender entreaties and admonitions of their 
parents, the counsel of their friends, and the 
dictates of the spirit of truth in their own 
hearts, give the reins to their unruly passions, 
and indulge themselves in rioting, wantonness 
and excess, too often wound their parents 
with grief and affliction, become themselves 
a reproach to their Christian profession, and 
render their own lives short and miserable, 
attended with such reflections as_ these: 
“ How have I hated instruction, and my heart 
despised reproof, and have not obeyed the 
voice of my teachers, nor inclined mine ear 
to them that instructed me!”* O that all 
such may return unto the Lord, whilst the 
day of his gracious visitation is extended unto 
them, who delighteth not in the death of a sin- 
ner, but willeth the salvation of all ! 
(To be continued.) 
For “ The Friend.” 

To the Editor. 

Having observed some notices of David 
Hall, in * The Friend,” a few weeks since, I 
am induced to forward the enclosed epistle 
and extract concerning Worship. for publica- 
tion, if judged expedient. They are tran- 
scribed from a collection of epistles of the 
same nature, addressed to Friends in some 
parts of Great Britain, printed at London in 
the year 1758, together with a short journal 
of his life. The extract concerning Wor- 
ship is an entire paragraph and copied verba- 
tim. M. C. 

Philad. 10th mo. 10th, 1832. 


An Epistle of Advice to Ministers, Parents, 
and Children, addressed to the Monthly 
Meeting of Knaresborough, held at Asquith, 
the 19th of 3rd month, 1752, and tothe next 
ensuing Quarterly Meeting at York. 

Dear Friends, Brethren, and Sisters,— 

As the apostle testified in his day, that He 
that ascended on high, “ led captivity captive, 
and gave gifts unto men ; and he gave some 
apostles, and some prophets, and some evan- 
gelists, and some pastors and teachers, for the 
perfecting of the saints, for the work of the 
ministry, for the edifying of the body of 
Christ ;” so it has pleased the Fountain of 
mercies, in his abundant and renewed loving- 
kindness unto his church and people, to raise 
up and anoint many such instruments in these 
latter ages of the world, for the same good and 
great end and service. 

But, O beloved friends, in consideration 
that these kind of useful and valuable instru- 
ments and ornaments, are now in many places 
reduced to a very few in number, (many being 
gone from works to rewards,) it springs in my 
heart in the love of the everlasting gospel of 
peace, which ever did and doth breathe out,— 
“Glory to God in the highest, on earth peace, 
and good will towards men,”{ to call upon 


‘you ministers, that are yet left, in the words 


of a faithful servant of the Lord to the church 
in his day,—* Watch ye, stand fast in the 





+ Luke ii. 14, 


tle Paul, to his beloved ‘Timothy, may be 
duly observed by us all,—* Study to show 
thyself approved unto God, a workman that 
needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing 
the word of truth;’t ever mindful of the 
apostle Peter’s advice,—“ If any man speak, 
let him speak as the oracles of God. If any 
man minister, let him do it as of the ability 
which God giveth, that God in all things may 
be glorified through Jesus Christ.”’t 

I further also find in my heart a close con- 
cern to call upon and entreat you ministers, 
elders, parents of children, and all who have 
at heart the cause of truth, and prosperity of 
Zion, that we may humbly and jointly ap- 
proach the throne of grace, as we find our 
way open, and there unanimously pour out 
our sincere prayers and hearty intercessions 
to the Father of mercies, on behalf, not only 
of our own immediate. offspring, but of all the 
young and rising generation in general, that 
He would be graciously pleased to acquaint 
them with the day of his power, and bring 
them under the blessed cross of Christ, and 
the refining baptism of the Holy Ghost, and 
of fire, that so (the spirit of Elijah resting 
upon Elisha) they may come up in the right 
line, under suitable qualifications for the 
several services in the body of Christ, that 
many rightly anointed and spirited planters 
and waterers may successively be sent into 
the vineyard, and that our Christian discipline 
may (from one generation to another) fall 
under the care of such as are, or may be, of 
sanctified hearts and clean hands ; in which 
weighty concern and application, we may re- 
ceive encouragement from this consideration, 
that when our blessed Lord observed to his 
disciples, that the harvest truly was great and 
plenteous, but the labourers few, he moved 
them to eddress the Lord of the harvest, that 
he would be pleased to send forth more faith- 
ful Jabourers into his harvest. 

May we also remember, my dearly beloved, 
how the Lord spake comfortably to the church 
of old, promising that he would mercifully 
regard them and their children, as in Isaiah, 
— Fear not, O Jacob, my servant, and thou 
Jesurun, whom I have chosen. For I will 
pour water upon him that is thirsty, and floods 
upon the dry ground. I will pour my spirit 
upon thy seed, and my blessing upon thine 
offspring. And they shall spring up as amon 
the grass, as willows by the water-courses.”’ 
O that we may truly wait and wrestle. with 
him for the like blessing. And I much long 
that we may be tenderly concerned in the 
spirit of the gospel, that the lost sheep may 
be sought out and brought home to the fold 
again, and that the prodigals may return to 
the father’s house. 

And now, ye dear young persons, descend- 
ants of believing parents, I tenderly beseech 
you, by the mercies of Christ, that ye turn in 
your minds, and wait for the manifestation 
and appearance of the blessed spirit of God, 
the root and source of all good gifts and ser- 





* 1 Cor. xvi. 13. 
} 1 Pet. iy. 11. 


+ 2 Tim. ii. 15. 
§ Isa, xliv. 2, 3,4. 
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vices in the church, in the profession of| ters, do the same things unto them ; forbear- 
which holy principle ye have had your educa-|ing threatening: knowing that your Master 


tion, that coming to experience the heavenly 
influences thereof, ye may happily witness 
your minds and affections weaned and drawn 
from things that are below, and fixed upon 
things which are above, that ye may be en- 


is in heaven: neither is there respect of per- 
sons with him: neither let those sons and 
daughters, who are grown up, vainly imagine 
that they are above, out of reach, and exempt- 
ed from the obligation of the above-said com- 


tirely resigned and given up to the service of mandment, and need not now apply to their 


the Lord in your day and generation, like 
Moses of old, who, when he was come to 


pious parents for their good advice, or regard 
‘it when given ; lest they become conceited 


years, “refused to be called the son of) in their own eyes, and be found guilty of that 


Pharaoh’s daughter, choosing rather to suffer 
affliction with the people of God, than to en- 
joy the pleasures of sin fora season ; esteem- 
ing the reproach of Christ greater riches than 
the treasures of Egypt ; for he had respect 
unto the recompense of the reward.”* 


May the glory of God, the salvation of; 


your own souls, the service of the church in 
your day, as a three-fold cord, tend to draw 
you to solid thoughtfulness, true devotion, and 
the practical part of the pure religion and un- 
defiled before God and the Father. 

You have had many calls and loving invi- 
tations: you have had line upon line, and 
precept upon precept, both mediately and 
immediately, which will rise up in condemn- 
ation against the temporizing, licentious, 
haughty, and unadvisable, as well as the in- 
dolent youths, and such (if they persist ob- 
stinate and unadvisable) may have to mourn 
at the last, when their flesh and their body 
are consumed ; and say each of them, how 
have I hated instruction, and my heart des- 
pised reproof! And have not obeyed the 
voice of my teachers, nor inclined mine ear to 
them that instructed me !f While the toward- 
ly, dutiful, humble, religious, circumspect 
youths, will be blessed both spiritually and 
temporally ; and experimentally know the 
truth of that apostolical assertion,—'t God- 
liness is profitable unto all things, having the 
promise of the life that now is, and of that 
which is to come.”’} 

O! that children would duly and seriously 
consider how indispensable an obligation they 
are under to be submissive and dutiful to 
parents, and their wholesome admonitions, 
even from that express command of the Al- 
mighty, written by his own finger,—“ Honour 
thy father and mother, that thy days may be 
long upon the land which the Lord thy God 
giveth thee.”’§ Which is also notably recom- 
mended, reinforced and confirmed by the 
apostle on this wise. ||Children, obey your 
parents in the Lord ; for this isright. Honour 
thy father and mother (which is the first com- 
mandment with promise) that it may be well 
with thee, and thou mayest live long on the 
earth ; adding also in the same place, neces- 
sary counsel to fathers, saying, And ye, fathers, 
provoke not your children to wrath, but bring 
them up in the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord; not forgetting servants and masters, 
whom he thus adviseth, Servants, be obedient 
to them that are your masters according to the 
flesh, with fear and trembling, in singleness 
of your heart as unto Christ. Not with eye- 
service, as men-pleasers, &c. And ye, mas- 





* Heb. xi. 25. + Prov. v. 12, 13. 
§ Exod. xx. 12. 


t 1 Tim. iv. 8. 
| Ephes. vi. 


heinous sin of ingratitude, and setting light 
by father and mother. For aschildren’s con- 
tempt and slight of parents, and their good 
advice, hath ever been and still is highly 
offensive to the Almighty, as appears by that 
dreadful curse denounced upon mount Ebal, 
in these words,—* Cursed be he that setteth 
light by his father or his mother, and all the 
people shall say Amen.”* So likewise the 
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nerally terminates in vexation of spirit, that 
any parent or parents should engross his or 
their time and faculties in accumulating great 
portions in this world for their offspring, by 
which proceedings the poor imprudent parents 
are not only themselves often diverted from 
the chief and most important business of their 
day and generation, their spiritual talents 
buried in the earth, and the good seed choked 
in them by the inordinate cares of this life, and 
deceitfulness of riches; but their children, also, 
are too often puffed up with their ample por- 
tions, and likely to be carried away and elevat- 
ed above the simplicity of the truth, and the 
blessed cross of Christ; sometimes scarcely 
retaining even the form of truth! 

How highly imprudent therefore must it be 
that any parent should in a great measure lose 
themselves, and curtail their service in the 
church, by acquiring and raking together that 


fond indulgence, remissness and slackness of} which may endanger their own peace, happi- 


such parents, as are too easy and backward 


in performing that their incumbent duty of| loss of their posterity ! 


restraining their children from undue liberties, 
and honestly training them up in the ways of 
virtue, is no less so; as is evident from the 
words of the Lord himself to that pious 
stripling Samuel, touching Eli’s lamentable 
omission of his duty, in exerting his paternal 
authority in curbing the extravagances of 
his sons, expressed thus :—“In that day I 
will perform against Fli, all things which | 
have spoken concerning his house. When I 
begin, I will also make an end. For I have 
told him, that I will judge his house for ever, 
for the iniquity which he knoweth: because 
his sons made themselves vile, and he re- 
strained them not.”’t 

On the other hand, a fervent and conscien- 


ness, and safety, and tend to the very great 
Wherefore I fervently 
desire that every father and mother of children 
might be far more anxious and concerned, that 
their children might get the truth for their por- 
tion, and the God of Jacob for the lot of their 
inheritance, than that they may become rich, 
full, and grand in this world ; unto which con- 
cern, the principle of the spirit of truth we 
profess, will ever lead those that obey it. But 
alas! alas! for want of duly attending upon 
this, and faithfully following its guidance, how 
has the love of money, and the desire after 
riches and grandeur prevailed in these times of 
ease and liberty, which the church hath long 
been in a great degree favoured with, (as a 
great calm, after the violent storms of persecu- 
tion which our forefathers endured.) Is it not 


tious concern in parents, and governors of|too plain that the cause of truth hath suffered 


families, not only to admonish those under 
their care, but even with zeal and prudence 
to lay their commands upon them, as occa- 
sion may require, according to the authority 
lodged in them, is always well pleasing to the 
Lord, as is manifest in the case of faithful 
Abraham, respecting his care in the economy 
of his family :—* Shall I, said the Lord, hide 
from Abraham that thing which I do! for I 
know him, that he will command his children 
and his household after him, and they shall 
keep the way of the Lord, to do justice and 
judgment.’’t 

It must certainly be a very heavy load upon 
libertine and unadviseable children, when they 
have justly to reflect on themselves that they 
have both imbittered their good parents’ lives, 
and (perhaps, sometimes) brought their grey 
hairs down to the grave in sorrow ; and also 
have by their disobedience and rebellion, occa- 
sioned and drawn down the Lord’s just displea- 
sure upon themselves: it must, also, inevitably 
be cause of great and heavy distress, when 
parents haviffg been remiss and slack in the 
management an@instruction of their children, 
observing their loose courses, are conscious to 
themselves that they are not clear of their chil- 
dren’s blood. Is it not, also, a piece of mere 
vanity, folly, and absurd indiscretion, and ge- 





* Deut. xxvii. 16, 
¢ Gen. xviii. 17, 19. 


t 1 Sam. iii. 12. 


much thereby? Pray, friends, let us be very 
cautious in this dangerous respect, viz. in the 
too eager pursuit after the fading enjoyments 
of this world ; not forgetting what the Apostle 
says thereupon—* But they that will be rich 
fall into temptation and a snare, and into many 
foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown men in 
destruction and perdition. For the love of 
money is the root of all evil; which, while 
some coveted after, they have erred from the 
faith, and pierced themselves through with 
many sorrows.’* 

Finally, my dear brethren, I beseech you, 
insomuch as that solemn time is coming on, 
wherein it will in effeet be said to each of us, 
in what station or capacity soever we now are, 
(whether ministers or elders, parents or chil- 
dren, masters or servants,) Come, give an ac- 
count of thy stewardship, for thou mayst be 
no longer steward ; let us all diligently come 
up in the faithful discharge of our several 
duties to God, and reciprocally, one to another, 
in our respective stations and relations ; giving 
diligence to make our calling and election 
sure, and ever labouring with the utmoat sin- 
cerity, and circumspection, in that wisdom 
which is first pure, then peaceable, and easy 
to be entreated, full of mercy apd good fruits, 
without partiality, and without hypocrisy, to 
preserve and promote peace, concord, and 





* 1 Tim, vi. 9, 10. 
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oe... 
brotherly condescension in all our respective — I eoeees at his feet to rise soummeniontion o smal ante, denfited the fact of 

she : . : p to yon blisful skies, sufferings of these i ith res: to 
families and meetings, and, so far as in us lies, Where angel ranks resplendent shine,— St. Autquc eh a population of 20 or 95,000, the in 
Jehovah !—Lord of Hosts !—the glory shall be thine.| formation that the people were dying on every side was 
given me by Antonio Joachim, a respectable merchant 
of St. Antonio, who was at Bonavista for the purpose 
of procuring subsistence. He informed me that he 
was obliged to defend his house against the starving 
population, who threatened to break in at meal times, 
and take his provisions from his table. 

“ With respect to Fogo, many of the inhabitants had 
come over to Port Praya, fugitives from the famine. 
I saw one boat load arrive from Fogo, and the Ame- 
rican consul, who had made himself acquainted with 
the fact, stated, that they reported to him that many 
died daily. 

_“ With respect to St. Jago, Mr. Gardiner gave it us 
his opinion that from twelve to fourteen died daily on 
that island. 

“In Bonavista and Isle of May, the people are bet- 
ter off, on account of the foreign trade in salt, and also 
on account of whalemen and sealers making that isl- 
and a stopping place. 

“ This group of islands depend for their subsistence 
partly on the supply of rice from the African coast, 
but principally on the produce of the islands, consist. 
ing of Indian corn, beans, pumpkins, and other vege- 
tables. Fogo is considered the principal granary of 
the Cape de Verds, producing the corn which supplies 
the adjacent islands. 

” The only vessels of any magnitude belonging to 
the whole group, are owned by Don Manuel Martini, 
consisting of three sail. The only one he could com- 
mand, a vessel of 90 tons, was sent to the coast of 
Africa for rice, but she returned unsuccessful, on ac- 
count of the bad weather on the coast, and sailed again 
the day I left Bonavista; and if she should obtain a 
cargo of rice, which is doubtful, she could not have 
returned in less than 50 days. 

“ They have no comin of vessels, or any other 
means of communicating with this country, and 
they now depend entirely upon relief from the United 
States. They look towards us in confident expecta- 
tion as the only ground of hope. They said to me 
frequently and earnestly, that no succour was expect- 
ed from Portugal, or from any other country but 
America. 

“ As far as my own observations went, the utmost 
misery existed among the great body of the people. 
A few, indeed, had laid up a store of provisions suffi- 
cient for their families; but these had been under the 
necessity of taking numbers of the destitute into their 
families. 

“ Among many instances of the misery these peo- 
ple are reduced to, a single instance will present a 
general picture of the distress of the whole. I will 
mention that of a boy, about 14 years of age, nearly 
naked, and quite emaciated, pickling up old bones 
which he found about the streets, and cracking them 
for what he could find within.” 


Diep,—at Uxbridge, Mass, on the evening of the 
28th of 9th month, Racwer Basser, wife of Joseph 
Basset, in the 72d year of her age. 

She was a faithful wife, a tender and affectionate 
mother, a kind and sympathising friend, and beloved 
by her acquaintances. For many years, she filled 
the station of elder in the religious Society of Friends, 
was earnestly engaged for the faithful support of our 
Christian testimonies, and very diligent in the at- 
tendance of meetings. In her removal the church 
has sustained a loss—her family a bereavement 
which will be deeply felt. Among the excellent 
qualities of her character through life, that of peace- 
: : maker, was a distinguishing one. Though permitted 
very suitable, and very gratefully received.” to pass through much bodily suffering, and exercise 

The following, which is part of letter addressed | of mind, she gave lively evidence to the last, that 
by Capt. Rider, to the Bos ‘ committee, for the her hope was in Him, who has promised to the 
relief of the sufferers, shows plainly enough that the) peace-maker a blessed inheritance in the kingdom of 
distress is real and pressing : eaven. 

“I left Port Praya, in the island of St. Jago, on the} During her illness she uttered many weighty ex 
6th September, for the United States, after being at| pressions, often supplicated for mercy, and not long 
this island twice, viz. in August and September, and| before her close she said, “ Blessed are the dead tliat 
twice at Bonavista, viz. in July and September, and/| die in the Lord, for they shall rest from their labours 
once at the isle of May, in August. other isl-} and their works do follow them :”"—and we have no 
ands, viz. St. Nicholas, St. Antonio, and Fogo, I did| doubt that her purified spirit has entered into the 
not visit, but the information derived from inter-| kingdou of rest and peace. 

























































every uppearance of the contrary ; so wisheth, 
so prayeth your affectionate brother, concern- 
ed in my measure for Zion’s prosperity. 
Davin Hatt. 
Skipton, the 18th of the third month, 1752. 


Cold age upon my breast 
Hath shed the frost of death — 
The wine-cup hath no zest, 
The rose no fragrant breath ;— 
Music from my ear is fled,— 
Yet a sweet sound doth linger there,— 
The blessing that my mother shed 
Upon my evening prayer. 
Dim is my wasted eye 
To all that beauty brings,— 
The brow of grace,—the form of symmetry, 
Are half forgotten things :— 
But one bright hue ia vivid still, 
A mother’s holy smile, that soothed my sharpest ill. 


For “The Friend.” 

We are sometimes placed in situations pe- 
culiarly calculated to draw the mind into a 
state of abstraction from the world and its 
concerns, and to engage it in contemplation 
on the uncertainty of all sublunary things :— 
Such an occasion is presented when following 
to the silent grave the remains of those whom 
we have esteemed and loved; but my medi- 
tations have frequently been interrupted by 
the individuals with whom I have walked, 
entering into conversation with me, on the 
familiar topics of the day; and being sensible 
that an unwillingness to appear impolite or 
unfriendly, has induced me, and probably 
many more, to join in therewith against our 
inclination and judgment, I have thought 
proper to offer a few remarks on the subject. 

It is, and has long been a pretty general 
practice among the more serious members of 
our religious Society, when thus occupied, to 
abstain from conversation; and could all who 
give their attendance be induced to adopt a 
similar course, I have no doubt, much satis- 
faction would be the result. Can any circum- 
stance within the compass of our duties, ap- 
peal more forcibly to our sensibility, than 
that of performing this last sad office of re- 
spect to a departed Friend? Perhaps it may 
occur, that a very dear companion of the de- 
ceased is almost overwhelmed by the deeply 
afflictive and unexpected stroke ; and what 
could be more apptopriate in such an event, 
than that those who can feel with and for the 
bereaved should yield their minds to sympa- 
thy—should call to their recollection that 
« Jesus wept!” 

This kind and Christian interest prevail- 
ing among the assembled company, would 
doubtless tend to solemnize their minds, and 
whether favoured with any vocal communi- 
cation or not, they would, I believe, be pre- 
pared to separate with the acknowledgement, 
“ it was good for us to have been here.” 


G. 
— 
Selected for ‘‘ The Friend.” 
BARZILLAI THE GILEADITE. 


“ Let me be buried by the grave of my father, and 
of my mother.” 2 Sam, xix. 37. 


Son of Jesse,—let me go !— 
Why should princely honours stay me! 
Where be streams of Gilead flow, 
Where the light first met mine eye, 
Thither would I turn, and die ;— 
Where my parents’ ashes lie, 
King of Israel !—bid them lay me. 


Memory,—with traitor-tread, 
Methinks doth steal away 
Treasures that the mind hath laid 
Up for a wintry day, 
Images of sacred power, 
Cherish’d deep in passion’s hour, 
Faintly now my bosom stir,— 
Good and evil like a dream 
Half obscur’d and shadowy seem,— 
Yet with a changeless love my soul remembereth her ; 
VYea,—it remembereth her, — 
Close by her blessed side, make ye my sepulchre. 


THE FRIEND. 


TENTH MONTH, 27, 1832. 








The new edition of Sewell’s History boing nearly 
ready for delivery, persons holding subscription 
papers for it will please to forward them as early as 
practicable, to Uriah Hunt, No. 19, north Third 
street, or Thomas Evans, corner of Third and Spruce 
streets, Philadelphia. The number of copies printed 
being small, and a large portion of them en ‘ 
those who may be desirous of possessing this valua- 
ble work, will do well to make early application, as 
the demand for it is likely to exceed considerably 
what was anticipated. 





Some. months past we inserted an account of the 
suffering condition of the people at the Cape de 
Verd Islands, occasioned by drought, and the conse- 
quent scarcity of provision, there ; at the same time 
suggesting that it presented a fit occasion for the 
charitable of all classes to unite in sending the re- 
quisite relief. From other accounts of recent date, 
it appears that the calamity continues, and measures 
are now in operation at Boston, and other places, as 
also in this city, to collect money and provisions to 
be sent to these islands. lor the information of those 
of our friends in the country, who may be inclined 
to participate in this exercise of benevolence, we 
subjoin a notification which has been published in 
several of the duily papers of this city : 

“The committee appointed to superintend the 
Cape de Verd Island Charity, begs leave respectfully 
to give notice, that provisions of every kind will be 
received at 103, South Front street, to be forwarded 
by a vessel exrected tobe engaged for the voyage. 
Potatoes which are now gathering in the country, 
with any other vegetables, that are calculated to 
bear the passage, will be peculiarly acceptable. 
Ship and pilot bread, salted fish, beef and pork, corn- 
meal, corn, and flour of every description, will be 


Bury me ne’er my sire rever’d,— 
Who the righteous path so firmly trod, 
Who early taught my soul with awe 
To heed the Prophets and the Law,— 
And to my infant thought appeer’d 
The favour’d one of God :— 
Oh! when his sacred dust 
The cerements of the tomb shall barst, 


